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HEAT Activity Delivery Dataset Field List
This document provides an overview and field list for the data included in the HEAT Activity Delivery Dataset. It should be used to assist in making applications to access the dataset, helping applicants to understand the data that is available, as well as its strengths and limitations. 
The HEAT Activity Delivery Dataset brings together over a decade of Higher Education outreach activity recorded by members of the Higher Education Access Tracker (HEAT) Service. It is made up of records of outreach interventions delivered to schools and colleges across England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales from 2014/15 to the most recent complete academic year, offering a national picture of the scale and characteristics of outreach work across England. It also contains appended institution level contextual data on deprivation and population characteristics. 
Each record describes an activity, not an individual. It may include details such as the type of activity, its duration, its beneficiary institutions, and other contextual information supplied by members. The dataset does not contain student- or participant‑level data, and it cannot be used for projects requiring individual outcomes or tracking. Instead, it is ideally suited to research focused on programme design, reach, and sector‑wide practice, including the influence of government policy.
Limitations of the dataset 
The HEAT Activity Delivery Dataset offers the most comprehensive dataset currently available on outreach delivery across England. However, it does not present a complete picture, and several important limitations should be noted:

1. Not all Higher Education Providers are members of HEAT.
(A list of current members is available on the HEAT website.)

2. Even among HEAT members, not all outreach activity is recorded on the HEAT database.
Recording practices vary, and some providers do not capture all of their work on the HEAT system.

3. Regional differences in data recording affect comparability.
Table 1 summarises responses from 2021, where HEAT members indicated whether they recorded ‘all or most’ of their activities. Because these practices differ by region, the data should not be used for direct geographic comparisons of outreach volume.

4. Outreach activity is not confined to a provider’s home region.
While Table 1 aggregates responses by the region of the provider’s main campus, HEAT members often deliver outreach across multiple regions of England and sometimes beyond.

5. Growth in membership over time affects historical completeness.
HEAT membership has increased substantially, meaning earlier years have less Activity Delivery than more recent ones.

6. Recorded activity may not capture the full extent of WP work within institutions.
Most HEAT data reflects activity delivered by central Widening Participation (WP) teams. Additional WP activity led by faculties, departments, or other units may not be recorded on the HEAT system.

Table 1: Activity Delivery of recording of outreach using the HEAT Service 2021

	Region 
	% Providers recording All' or 
'Most' activities 

	East Midlands 
	92% 

	East of England 
	94% 

	London 
	59% 

	North East 
	47% 

	North West 
	72% 

	South East 
	82% 

	South West 
	67% 

	West Midlands 
	89% 

	Yorkshire and the Humber 
	62% 


 
HEAT Activity Delivery Dataset Field names and Descriptions
Table 2 below list the Field names in the HEAT Activity Delivery Dataset and a description of the data within those fields. Note HEAT’s standard practice is to grant access to all fields as standard, but it welcomes applicants indicating on their application if they would like access to a reduced number of fields since this supports data minimisation. Please use Table 2 to consider data minimisation and to complete the HEAT Activity Delivery Application Form. 
	Field Name
	Description

	Beneficiary Institution HEAT ID
	Identifier for the institution receiving outreach

	URN
	DfE Unique Reference Number

	LAESTAB
	Local Authority Establishment Number

	UKPRN
	UK Provider Reference Number

	Name
	School or FE College name

	Linked Institutions
	Previous or related institution names (e.g., mergers, re-opening)

	Type of Establishment
	e.g., Academy type, Foundation School

	Record State
	Indicates whether the institution is permanently closed

	Close Date
	Date of closure (if applicable)

	Phase of Education
	e.g., Primary, Secondary, Middle, FE

	Has Sixth Form
	Yes/No/Unknown

	Admission Policy
	e.g., Selective, Non‑selective

	Activity Institution Group HEAT ID
	Identifier for the outreach provider (HEAT member)

	Activity Institution Group Name
	Name of the outreach provider/HEAT member

	Activity Academic Year
	Academic year the activity took place

	Year Group
	Year group(s) participating in the activity

	Activity Type
	This is a field which is used across the HEAT membership to describe the type of activity. It does not provide a full description of an activity. Its values are as follows: 
· Exhibition
· General HE Information
· HE Campus Visit
· HE Subject Insight
· Mentoring
· Non-Student
· Skills and Attainment
· Summer School
· Other


	Contact Hour Sum
	Total hours of outreach delivered

	Administrative Ward
	Geographic ward based on institution postcode, e.g. a North Oxfordshire postcode may have value: Bicester North and Caversfield


	Local Authority Name
	Local authority area, e.g. the same North Oxfordshire postcode would have value: Cherwell

	Administrative District
	District-level geography. This is often the same as the Local Authority Name below, but may not be where, for instance, there is a Unitary Authority in the area. 

	Parliamentary Constituency
	 e.g. the same North Oxfordshire postcode would have value: Bicester and Woodstock

	Government Office Region
	Region of England (or national equivalent), e.g. the same North Oxfordshire postcode would have value: South East

	Urban/Rural Classification
	Settlement type classification



Additional information included in the HEAT Activity Delivery Dataset
Appended School and College Characteristics
As standard, HEAT supplies with the HEAT Activity Delivery Dataset a separate worksheet providing institution‑level pupil population data, including deprivation measures and cohort breakdowns. This is always provided from the most recent School and College Census and, as such, is provided for context only. 
Sources: Appended School and Colleges Characteristics:
HEAT; Get Information About Schools (DfE); National Pupil Database (NPD); Individualised Learner Record (ILR)
Deprivation Measures Included
· Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) – Deciles
· Office for Students POLAR4 – Quintiles
Cohorts Included 
· Primary: Years 1–6
· Secondary: Years 7–14
· Year 11 only
· Sixth Form: Years 12–14
· Under 19 (ILR)
· 19+ (ILR)
Further Information
Should you require further information about the data within the HEAT Activity Delivery Dataset, please contact the HEAT Data Team (data@heat.ac.uk).
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